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From the Fotofestival to the „Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie“. 
 
From now on, “Fotofestival Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg” will bear the name 
“Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie”. The name change, after six editions since 2005, is 
motivated by a raising of the festival’s profile and accompanied by a redesigned visual 
identity. The German Federal Cultural Foundation is the patron behind this change of 
format and the programme for 2017. 
The first edition of the Biennale will be curated by a curators’ collective led by Florian Ebner 
and Christin Müller. The concept will be presented in February 2017. 
 
Duration of the Biennale: 09.09 – 05.11.2017, opening: 08.09.2017 
 
Over six editions since 2005, Fotofestival Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg has experienced a 
considerable increase in significance within the international exhibition landscape. With the coming of 
the 2017 edition, it is being re-designated “Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie” and the profile of the 
exhibitions and events is being raised. Alongside BASF as Premium Sponsor, as an additional 
principal patron of the 2017 edition the German Federal Cultural Foundation will be making a 
considerable contribution towards establishing the new Biennale, as the festival’s chairman 
announced today. 
 

Dietrich Skibelski, Chairman of the Board of the Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie: “Due to the 
photo festival’s successful history, the content-based discourse of past editions and the 
festival’s temporal structure, it is an obvious move to make the leap into a biennale. We are 
performing the change from festival to biennale with a new self-concept and internal 
restructuring. We will be taking the vitality of the festival so far with us into the future. This 
change of format is made possible by our partners’ generous patronage.” 

 
A new feature will be that the Biennale will link the international focus more closely with on-the-ground 
projects by putting an increased number of commissioned works produced by renowned artists on 
show at the Biennale for the first time. In addition, artworks and interventions in the public space will 
get the regional public more closely involved. Future exhibition-makers will focus more strongly on 
participation and education. Besides these innovations, the public presence, the digital presence in 
particular, will be redesigned. The visual identity will be redeveloped, existing regional co-operations – 
with the University of Heidelberg and local initiatives, for instance – will be stepped up, and 
international networking with event organizers and the specialist public will be advanced. 
 
The aim of the first Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie 2017, curated by Florian Ebner, Christin Müller, 
Fabian Knierim, Boaz Levin, Kerstin Meincke and Kathrin Schönegg, is to prompt a concerted 
dialogue about the radical upheavals in our visual culture across the exhibition venues and themes in 
Mannheim, Ludwigshafen and Heidelberg. The 2017 Biennale will interleave young contemporary 
image production with past positions, and promote confrontation with the specificities of photography 
and the changes that it undergoes. The curators’ collective promises to take full advantage of 
photography’s abundance and the importance that it takes on for the constitution of our visual culture. 
It is anticipated that the curatorial concept and the exhibition’s title will be presented in February. 
 
Participating institutions in 2017 are: Zephyr – Raum für Fotografie, Port25 – Raum für 
Gegenwartskunst Kunsthalle Mannheim (exterior space) (Mannheim), Wilhelm-Hack-Museum, 
Kunstverein Ludwigshafen (Ludwigshafen); Sammlung Prinzhorn, Kunstverein Heidelberg 
(Heidelberg). 
 
 
 
 



History: From its first edition in 2005, the Fotofestival established itself as one of Europe’s most 
important curated photographic events of international standing. In future, the Biennale will also be 
distinguished by the concepts devised by biannually alternating guest curators, who will deal 
repeatedly with new aspects of contemporary photography in dialogue with the invited artists, the 
metropolitan region, the three organizing cities and the festival’s local, national and international 
visitors. The festival enjoys the participation of the three cities’ most important exhibiting institutions, 
the specific profile of each of them being included the exhibition concept. Most recently, the festival 
counted more than 35,000 visitors. 
 
Curators so far: 
2017: Florian Ebner, Fabian Knierim, Boaz Levin, Kerstin Meincke, Christin Müller and Kathrin 
Schönegg 
2015: Urs Stahel 
2013: Andréa Holzherr 
2011: Solvej Helweg Ovesen and Katerina Gregos 
2009: Esther Ruelfs and Tobias Berger 
2007: Christoph Tannert 
2005: Hansjoachim Nierentz 
 
Cultural events organizers and patrons from the entire metropolitan region work together closely to 
realize the Biennale. The Biennale connects the three cities and their cultural institutions to one 
another in a cross-city dialogue and thus serves as a model for inter-city collaboration Germany-wide. 
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