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7 June 2016, Mannheim/Ludwigshafen/Heidelberg, Germany 
 
 
Selection of the Curatorial Collective around Florian Ebner and Christin Müller 
for the 7. FOTOFESTIVAL Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg  
Exhibition: 9.9. – 5.11.2017, Opening: 8.9.2017 
 
 
The 7. FOTOFESTIVAL Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg in 2017 will be curated by a 
team of experts around Florian Ebner (Museum Folkwang, Essen) and Christin Müller 
(freelance curator, Leipzig), including Fabian Knierim, Boaz Levin, Kerstin Meincke, and 
Kathrin Schönegg. The festival’s board made this announcement today. The 7. 
FOTOFESTIVAL Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-Heidelberg will run from 9.9 until 5.11.2017.     
 
Florian Ebner (*1970, Regensburg) has been director of the photography collection of the 
Museum Folkwang in Essen since the end of 2012. Ebner was the first curator of 
photography selected to curate the German Pavilion at the Venice Art Biennale in 2015. He 
has organized numerous exhibitions and publications on modern and contemporary 
photography.         
 
Christin Müller (*1983, Leipzig) most recently curated the exhibition entitled Cross Over – 
Photography of Science + Science of Photography in the Fotomuseum Winterthur. Christin 
Müller together with Florian Ebner conceptualize the contemporary photography exhibition 
series with/against the flow for the Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen in Stuttgart. 
 
Major shifts in contemporary image culture serve as the central concept of the 7. Fotofestival, 
which includes changes in current as well as historic perspectives on the medium of 
photography. In this show Florian Ebner and Christin Müller have teamed up with four young 
curators to capture a new perspective of these fields of photography. Fabian Knierim, Boaz 
Levin, Kerstin Meincke, and Kathrin Schönegg represent this new curatorial approach. Three 
of the six curators are graduates of the renowned Alfried Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach-
Stiftung curatorial program Museum Curators for Photography. The curatorial concept of the 
7. Fotofestivals is expected to be released in January 2017.  
 
Since its inaugural exhibition in 2005 the FOTOFESTIVAL Mannheim-Ludwigshafen-
Heidelberg has emerged as one of the most important festivals of contemporary photography 
and has established itself as the largest curated photo event in Europe. The Fotofestival is 
distinguished by the concepts of the biennially rotating guest curators. Each new concept 
deals with current aspects of contemporary photography and encourages dialogue with 
participating artists, the metropolitan region, each of the three exhibition cities, as well as the 
local, national, and international visitors attending the festival. The most important exhibition 
houses of the three cities are involved in the festival and their specific profile is directly 
integrated into the exhibition concept. Some 35,000 visitors attended the most recent festival.    
 



Previous curators of the Fotofestival include: 
 
2017: Florian Ebner, Fabian Knierim, Boaz Levin, Kerstin Meincke, Christin Müller and 
Kathrin Schönegg 
2015: Urs Stahel 
2013: Andréa Holzherr 
2011: Solvej Helweg Ovesen and Katerina Gregos 
2009: Esther Ruelfs and Tobias Berger 
2007: Christoph Tannert 
2005: Hansjoachim Nierentz 
 
The Fotofestival is only made possible through the close cooperation of cultural organizers 
and sponsors throughout the metropolitan region. The Fotofestival connects the three cities 
and their cultural institutions through an inter-city dialogue, which has since come to serve as 
a model for other collaborative projects throughout the country. 
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Short biographies of the Curatorial Collective 2017 
 
Florian Ebner (*1970, Regensburg) has been head of the Photographic Collection at the Museum 
Folkwang, Essen, since the end of 2012. Ebner was the first curator of photography selected to curate 
the German Pavilion at the Venice Art Biennale in 2015. From 2009 to 2012, he was director of the 
Museum für Photographie Braunschweig, and in 2008/9 he was in charge of the Photographic 
Collection at the Berlinische Galerie. Prior to that, he taught photography at the Academy of Visual 
Arts Leipzig, in Timm Rautert’s class amongst others. He has produced numerous exhibitions and 
publications on modernist and contemporary photography. His exhibition on new forms of journalistic 
images, Cairo. Open City. New Testimonies of an Ongoing Revolution (with Constanze Wicke), was 
shown at the Museum für Photographie Braunschweig, the Museum Folkwang, and the Museum für 
Kunst und Gewerbe Hamburg, and was selected by the German section of the International 
Association of Art Critics (AICA) as exhibition of the year in 2013. Other widely acclaimed shows 
include (Mis)Understanding Photography—Werke und Manifeste, Museum Folkwang (2014), Rhetorik 
der Bilder at the Museum für Photographie Braunschweig (2011), as well as So weit kein Auge reicht. 
Berliner Panoramafotografien 1949–1952, Berlinische Galerie (2008/9). 
 
Fabian Knierim (*1976, Bochum) is an art historian with a focus on photography and has been 
working as a curator at the Fotomuseum WestLicht in Vienna since 2013. In 2012 he worked as an 
assistant curator for the Victoria & Albert museum in London and from 2009 to 2011 was a fellow at 
the Alfried Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach-Stiftung in the program Museum Curators for Photography. 
From 2008 to 2014 he had various teaching appointments in the department of art history at the Ruhr-
Universität Bochum.  
 
Boaz Levin (*1989, Jerusalem) is an artist and freelance curator. He studied art at the Bezalel 
Academy of Arts in Jerusalem and at the Universität der Künste in Berlin. Since 2014 he has worked 
as a research assistant at the Universität der Künste where he directs, together with Hito Steyerl, 
Maximilian Schmoetzer, and Vera Tollmann, the Research Center for Proxy Politics. Levin has 
participated in numerous international group exhibitions and film festivals, including The School of Kyiv 
(2015), FidMarseille (2015), Dinca Vision Quest (2015), and Former West (2013). Levin worked in 
collaboration with Marianna Liosi on the exhibition and research project Regarding Spectatorship: 
Revolt and The Distant Observer (2015/16). 
 
Kerstin Meincke (*1981, Göttingen) studied photography in Essen and San José, Costa Rica (2004–
10) and is a doctoral candidate and lecturer in Art History at the Universität Duisburg-Essen. Her 
research and curatorial work deals with photography and media-related art in transnational contexts, 
for example her concept for the international workshop Spaces of Displacement. Negotiations of 
Migration and Refugeeism in Mass Media and Visual Arts in Lagos, Nigeria (in cooperation with 
Florian Ebner’s exhibition for the German Pavilion at the Venice Art Biennale 2015) and her curation of 
the exhibition of Voyage Retour (Museum Folkwang, Essen in Lagos, Nigeria, 2013, in cooperation 
with the Goethe-Institut). 
 
Christin Müller (*1983, Leipzig) is a freelance curator and author. She studied cultural studies and 
aesthetical practice at the Universität Hildesheim. From 2011 to 2013 she was a research fellow in the 
program Museum Curators for Photography. Followed by her curation of the exhibition Cross Over – 
Photography of Science + Science of Photography in the Fotomuseum in Winterthur. Since 2013 she 
has worked as the assistant to the collector Thomas Walther and from 2014 to 2015 she had a 
teaching appointment in the Art History department at the Universität Leipzig. Together with Florian 
Ebner she curated the exhibition series with/against the flow. Contemporary Photographic 
Interventions commissioned by the Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen (ifa).          
 
Kathrin Schönegg (*1982, Konstanz) is a photo historian and works as a freelance curator and art 
critic. She was a research fellow at the Alfried Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach-Stiftung in the program 
Museum Curators for Photography. Prior to this she was a doctoral fellow at the DFG 
Graduiertenkolleg Das Reale in der Kultur der Moderne at the Universität Konstanz where she worked 
on a dissertation project on the history and theory of the abstract in photography.  
 
 
                
 
 
 


